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Visiting
Professional
Programmes
Guy’s and St Thomas’ prides itself
on its clinical services, education
and research portfolios. As part
of the education portfolio, we are
pleased to offer Visiting Professional
Programmes (VPPs) for clinicians –
including doctors, nurses and allied
health professionals.
Our Visiting Professional Programmes (VPPs)
have been created for clinicians who wish to
observe clinical practice and experience Guy’s
and St Thomas’ in operation as a London
teaching hospital in the UK.
These programmes offer a range of practice
models from observation to hands-on clinical
practice and can be tailored depending on the
experience and qualifications of the clinicians
involved. Programmes range from four weeks
to 12 months.
During the placements, clinicians will observe
and participate in a range of tailored activities
and bespoke programmes with one or across a
number of specialties. These include:
• Clinics and ward rounds
• Observing surgery in a day care and main
theatre setting
• Assisting with clinical trials
• Participation in weekly multidisciplinary
meetings collaborating with our clinicians
on research projects
• Participation in bespoke projects
• Attending educational study days run by
the relevant departments

“The Visiting Professional Programme was very useful for me. It provided me
with comprehensive cardiovascular studies. For example: ward rounds, clinics,
interventional surgery, echo and CT. The best learning experience was from the
multidisciplinary team meetings and discussions which allows all members of
the team to collaborate and carry out an in-depth discussion of difficult cases,
resulting in a diagnosis and treatment plan.”
Doctor from China observing in Cardiology

“I had a great learning experience with the different centres and teams. The
team were keen to share their experience and roles with me and gave me a
more in depth understanding of community nursing. This was such valuable
exposure with the dedicated professionals.”
Nurse from Singapore observing in Nursing

By ensuring that visiting clinicians are fully
at ease in their surroundings and made to
feel a part of the team, our VPPs provide
a complete experience which maximises
learning outcomes and provides significant
opportunities for personal development.
A unique focus of our Visiting Professional Programme is
the opportunity for Visiting Professionals (VPs) to be totally
integrated within the clinical department. Placements will be
delivered in the workplace with doctors receiving one to one
supervision and direction whilst based in the clinic or day-case
environment to ensure all learning and development needs and
expectations are met. Visiting Professionals will meet with their
clinical supervisor regularly.
VPPs are excellent opportunities for fostering two-way
learning, and can support lifelong professional associations.
We encourage an open and engaged culture among our
own clinicians to ensure that the mutual benefits of working
alongside high-calibre overseas clinicians are realised.
At the end of the placement, Guy’s and St Thomas’ will
undertake a full evaluation of the programme to ensure that
we feed back any recommendations into our future planning.
Every Visiting Professional will also receive a certificate on
completion of their programme.
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About Guy’s and St Thomas’
NHS Foundation Trust
Located in the heart of London, Guy’s and St Thomas’
NHS Foundation Trust is an organisation of high pedigree
with a proud history going back over 900 years.
Our clinical services are delivered from three of
London’s best known hospitals, Guy’s Hospital,
St Thomas’ Hospital and Evelina London
Children’s Hospital (which has recently been
rated ‘outstanding’ by the United Kingdom’s Care
Quality Commission).
As one of the busiest and most successful
teaching NHS foundation trusts – in terms of
number of patient contacts, clinicians trained and
research conducted and adopted in practice – we
have developed world-class services in a number
of specialities.
The Trust provides a full range of services, as well as
specialist services including cancer, cardiothoracic,
women and children’s services, kidney care and
orthopaedics. Guy’s is home to the largest dental
school in Europe and a £160 million Cancer Centre
opened in 2016. As part of our commitment to
provide care closer to home, in 2017 we also opened
a cancer centre and a kidney treatment centre at
Queen Mary’s Hospital in Sidcup. St Thomas’ has one
of the largest critical care units in the UK and one of
the busiest emergency departments in London. It is
also home to Evelina London Children’s Hospital.

Guy’s is home to the largest
dental school in Europe and
a £160 million Cancer Centre
opened in 2016

We are one of the largest
postgraduate medical
education centres with over
500 doctors in training

St Thomas’ has one of the largest
critical care units in the UK and
one of the busiest emergency
departments in London. It is
also home to Evelina London
Children’s Hospital.

Educational excellence
Excellence in education and training for healthcare
professionals, students and support staff is at
the heart of Guy’s and St Thomas’. With our
internationally renowned teaching hospitals,
we are committed to developing a healthcare
workforce of the highest quality. This is vital to
ensuring that our workforce remains skilled and
equipped to deliver improvements in healthcare,
and also for training and educating the next
generation of clinicians and academics.
Training our staff and students in research
techniques and methodologies is also important for
achieving research excellence. We:
• provide world-class, innovative education and
training in a wide range of health disciplines
and create a culture in which learning is
informed by research
• train and develop the entire workforce,
including nurturing future leaders
• give opportunities to students who have
the talent, but not necessarily the educational
qualifications, to pursue careers in
healthcare disciplines
• impact upon our local communities by increasing
patient access to information
• affect a cultural shift in educational practices
towards learning techniques that include the
best, proven technological developments.
Those training at Guy’s and St Thomas’ receive
some of the best medical education in the country.
We are one of the largest postgraduate medical
education centres with over 500 doctors in training,
including foundation doctors, medical trainees,
surgical trainees and specialist trainees at any
one time. The academic component is provided
by King’s College London (KCL) and the clinical
teaching component is provided by Guy’s and St
Thomas’. Our partnership with KCL also means that
we can integrate KCL accredited academia when
setting up bespoke programmes.
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Programmes
VPPs are offered in a range of clinical specialities and at
varying levels of complexity across Guy’s and St Thomas’.
The following departments are
currently accepting applications:

• Dermatopathology		

• Paediatric Metabolic Medicine

• Foot Health		

• Paediatric Pharmacy

• Accident and Emergency (A&E)

• Gynaecology		

• Paediatric Rheumatology

• Acute and General Medicine

• Haematology		

• Paediatric Urology

• Adult Allergy		

• HIV Pharmacy		

• Pain Management

• Adult Community		

• Interventional Radiology

• Photodermatology

• Anaesthetics

• Lane Fox Respiratory Unit

• Physiotherapy

• Assisted Conception Unit
(ACU)

• Neonatal ICU (NICU)		

• Prosthetic Amputee
Rehabilitation

• Bladder Cancer Care		
• Cardiology		
• Cleft		
• Clinical Genetics		
• Clinical Pharmacy		

• Nursing		
• Obstetric Medicine
• Occupational Therapy
• Oncology
• Paediatric Allergy

• Psychology
• Renal and Transplant Medicine
• Renal Transplant Surgery
• Rheumatology
• Sexual Health and HIV

• Critical Care		

• Paediatric Dermatology and
Genetic Skin Diseases

• Dental		

• Paediatric ICU (PICU)

• Speech and Language Therapy

• Dermatological Surgery and
Laser Unit		

• Paediatric Infectious Diseases &
Immunology

• Vascular Surgery

• Sleep

If you would like to know more about our VPPs, or if you are interested in visiting a
specific clinical area or department not listed above, or would like to discuss a bespoke
observership or attachment, please get in touch by emailing vpp@gstt.nhs.uk.

Every year, the Trust
handles more than
2.5 million patient
contacts including:

1.28 million outpatients
89,000 inpatients
111,000 day case patients

810,000
in community services

205,000 accident and
emergency attendances

And 6,567 delivered
babies

Contact Us
If you are interested in any of the programmes
we offer, please contact us via:

vpp@gstt.nhs.uk
+44 (0)20 7188 1622
Or visit our website for more information:
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